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Mission  to  Lepers  in 
India  and  the  East. 
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Superintendent— WELLESLEY  C.  BAILEY. 


THE  CLAIRE  LEPER  ASYLUM, 


CHANDKURI,  C.P.,  INDIA. 

“ I am  to  see  to  jt  that  the  world  is  the  better  for 
my  lining,  and  to  find  my  reward  in  the  act.” 


Three  Lepers,  Chandkuri,  Cleansing  and  Binding  the  Sores 
of  a very  Bad  Case. 

These  men  do  the  dressing  without  payment,  but  receive  a 
little  extra  gift  at  Christmas. 


THE  Claire  Leper  Asylum  is  situated  about  three-quarters 
of  a mile  from  the  village  of  Chandkuri,  in  Drug  District 
of  the  Chhattisgarh  Division  of  the  Central  Provinces 
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of  India.  The  nearest  station  is  Bhatapara — ten  miles  distant — 
on  the  Bengal-Nagpur  line. 

It  was  in  the  famine  of  1897  that  it  was  first  laid  on  the  heart 
of  Rev.  K.  W.  Nottrott,  a Missionary  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Missionary  Society  in  Chandkuri,  to  provide  food  and 
shelter  and  to  minister  to  suffering,  starving,  and  half-clethed 
Lepers.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the  Mission  to  Lepers  for 
assistance.  Later,  through  the  kind  liberality  of  a titled 
English  lady,  the  first  buildings  of  the  Asylum  were  provided 
for,  and  the  work  so  nobly  commenced  by  Mr  Nottrott  firmly 
established.  In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  donor  of  this 
gift,  the  Asylum  bears  the  name  of  “ The  Claire  Leper  Asylum.” 

Approaching  the  Asylum  from  a distance,  it  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a well-built  village.  It  is  this,  and  more,  for  the  groups 
of  white  buildings  the  visitor  sees  include  a Church,  Hospital, 
Dispensary,  Shop,  Homes  for  Children,  Workshop,  Storehouse, 
and  the  Wards  in  which  the  people  live.  In  addition  there  are 
a number  of  houses  for  employees.  In  all  there  are  forty 
buildings,  all  of  which  are  necessary  to  the  housing  and  care  of 
a community  of  over  400  people. 

The  daily  routine  is  indicated  by  the  Asylum  gong.  At  6 A.M. 
all  employees  commence  their  work  ; the  next  gong  is  at  6.45 
when  morning  prayers  are  held.  At  this  hour  the  men  and  women 
may  be  seen  going  towards  the  Church  from  their  respective 
Wards.  At  8 A.M.  the  gong  sounds  for  work,  and  the  children 
go  to  school.  All  men  and  women  physically  fit,  and  without 
open  wounds,  must  do  some  light  work  daily.  This  generally 
consists  of  keeping  clean  and  improving  the  grounds.  It  has 
been  found  that  the  doing  of  some  light  work  daily  tends  to 
occupy  their  minds  to  their  physical  and  spiritual  benefit.  At 
10.30  a.m.  the  “Cease  Work”  gong  sounds.  From  this  time 
to  the  noon  hour  the  people  bathe,  and  cook,  and  eat  the  mid- 
day meal.  At  3 P.M.  various  classes  are  held.  The  children 
are  taught  simple  Bible  History  ; there  is  instruction  of  those 
seeking  Baptism,  and  a class  for  adults  who  wish  to  learn  to 
read. 

The  relation  of  a few  instances  out  of  many  will  suffice  to  tell 
why  and  how  these  sufferers  come  to  the  Asylum. 
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It  was  on  a Sabbath  morning  in  the  beginning  of  the  hot 
season,  that  we  found  a woman,  clad  in  filthy  rags,  sitting  by 
the  roadside,  her  strength  exhausted  and  apparently  with  but  a 
short  time  to  live.  Her  foul  wounds  were  indescribable.  But 
these  have  long  since  been  cleansed  and  have  partly  healed. 
She  is  now  happy,  contented,  and  a Christian  woman.  Her 
story  tells  of  her  husband  leaving  her  ; how  she  had  wandered 
out  to  die,  but,  learning  of  the  Leper  Asylum,  travelled  by  road 
in  her  awful  condition  some  thirty  miles  to  it,  with  the  result 
related. 

Another  woman  came  one  morning  with  her  sweet-faced 
and  untainted  little  girl.  The  mother  was  suffering,  and  both 
were  hungry  and  shelterless.  To-day  that  woman  will  greet 
you  with  a smiling  face.  She  has  become  a Christian,  and  her 
little  girl  is  being  taught  in  the  Asylum  School,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  her  wish  has  also  received  the  seal  of  Baptism. 

Among  the  tainted  boys  is  an  interesting  little  fellow,  with 
bright  black  eyes.  We  found  him  begging  in  the  bazaar,  a 
great  ugly  wound  in  his  foot.  He  was  put  in  the  Home  for 
Tainted  Children,  where  he  is  happy  now,  despite  his  sufferings. 
Soon  he  will  be  able  to  read,  and  some  day,  if  his  life  be  spared, 
he  will  be  able  to  teach  others  of  Him  who  was  called  Jesus, 
“for  He  shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins.” 

If  space  would  permit  many  such  instances  might  be  recorded. 
And  it  might  also  be  told  how  they  have  passed  into  the  Asylum, 
some  to  die,  but  many  more  to  live,  and  to-day  those  who  were 
once  starving,  shelterless,  friendless,  helpless,  are  fed,  clothed, 
and  housed.  Many  of  them  have  become  Christians. 

The  physical  condition  also  of  nearly  all  of  them  has  improved. 
In  the  evening  time  little  groups  may  be  seen  sitting  in  the 
shady  places  chatting.  Perhaps  some  of  the  men  are  beating 
their  drums,  or  making  music  with  other  instruments,  and  some 
are  singing.  Why  should  they  not  be  happy?  They  have  a 
house  to  live  in  and  food  to  eat ; they  are  clothed,  and  there  is 
alleviation  for  their  frequent  sufferings. 

The  Asylum  is  a Home,  and  not  a place  of  detention.  The 
gates  are  closed  at  sundown  and  opened  at  sunrise,  and  the 
people  are  free  to  leave  if  they  choose.  During  the  hours  of 
daylight  locks  and  keys  have  no  place  in  its  administration. 
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That  so  many  remain  under  a kind  but  strict  discipline  is 
evidence  that  something  greater  constrains  them  to  stay  than 
the  assurance  of  shelter,  food,  and  clothing. 

Patients  with  open  wounds  receive  daily  treatment  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Hospital  Assistant,  the  dressing  being  done 
by  reliable  Leper  men,  who  perform  their  often  repulsive  duties 
with  considerable  skill  and  in  a very  faithful  manner.  These 
men  receive  no  pay  for  this  work.  The  strong  are  taught  and 
encouraged  to  help  the  weak.  At  Christmas  special  services 
are  acknowledged  by  a small  gift  of  extra  cloth. 

A morningprayerserviceisheld  daily,  excepting  on  the  Sabbath, 
when  the  regular  service  is  held,  followed  by  school  in  the  after- 
noon. All  of  these  services  are  well  attended  by  the  Christians 
and  by  many  of  the  non-Christians.  The  people  listen  atten- 
tively, and  are  always  ready  to  answer  a question.  They  are 
very  fond  of  singing  bhajans  (Hindustani  Christian  songs  of 
praise),  which  are  thoroughly  Indian,  and  they  also  sing 
translations  set  to  Western  tunes. 

W.  H.  P.  Anderson,  Superintendent. 


Copies  of  this  and  other  Leaflets  may  be  had  free  from  the  following: — 

Superintendent-WEL  LESLEY  C.  BAILEY,  a8  North  Bridge, 
Edinburgh. 

Hon.  Secretary — Miss  C.  E.  PIM,  Alma,  Monkstown,  Co.  Dublin. 

Organising  Secretary— JOHN  JACKSON,  F.R.G.S.,  33  Henrietta  Street, 
Covent  Garden,  London,  W.C. 

Organising  Secretary  for  Ireland— A.  T.  BARBER,  Rogaland,  Cowper 
Road,  Rathmines,  Dublin. 

Deputation  Secretary— C.  DOUGLAS  GREEN,  Matheran,  13  Melting 
Road,  Southport,  Lancs. 

Deputation  Secretary  for  Canada — Miss  LILA  WATT,  B.A.,  407  Con- 
federation Life  Buildings,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Hon.  Treasurer  for  U.S. A.— FLEMING  H.  REVELL,  156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 

Hon.  Secretary  for  Australia— H.  J.  HANNAH,  E.  S.  & A.  Bank  Ltd., 
Collins  Street,  Melbourne. 


VVirhOUt  tl){  CtllliP  ♦ Quarterly  Magazine. 

POST  FREE,  TENPENCE  PER  ANNUM. 


